HITLER   AND   I

able to broadcast? The stages of human evolution
resemble those in the life of a man. A man of thirty
thinks he has progressed since he was twenty; a man of
forty may still nourish a similar illusion. But a man of
fifty rarely talks of progress, and at sixty he has com-
pletely given it up.5

'Theory, pure theory/ Hitler replied. 'Humanity
does progress, and progress is the result of the actions
of great men/

'But the rdle of these great men, these leaders, Herr
Hitler, is not what you think. Men do not create or
invent the great epochs of history; on the contrary they
are the emissaries, the instruments of destiny.3

Adolf Hitler stiffened.

*Do you deny that I am the creator of National-
Socialism?3

fl have no choice but to do so. National-Socialism
is an idea born of the times in which we live. It is alive
in the hearts of millions of men, and it is incarnated in
you. The simultaneity with which it arose in so many
minds proves its historical necessity, and proves, too,
that the age of capitalism is over.'

At this Hitler launched into a long tirade in which
he tried to prove to me that capitalism did not exist,
that the idea of Autarkic was nothing but madness, that
the European Nordic race must organize world com-
merce on a barter basis, and finally that nationaliza-
tion, or socialization, as I understood it, was nothing
but dilettantism, not to say Bolshevism.

Let us note that the socialization or nationalization
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